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Message from Dr. Tom Brennan,
Director o f Athletics
Greetings from 20th Street and Olney Ave.
Now that the sum m er has come to an end, the
school yea r has started and our studentathletes are preparing for com petition.
I
would like to invite you to visit campus to see
our athletic team s in action. I am also pleased
to provide you with a copy of the Academ ic
Dr. Thom as Year 2000-2001 Annual Report for Athletics.
In the report, you w ill find inform ation
Brennan
regarding many of the athletic and academ ic
accom plishm ents of our student-athletes. A dvancem ent
Office accom plishm ents are also listed. As a m em ber of the
Explorer Club, I thank you for your co m m itm ent to the
athletic program. You are an im portant part of any success
that we have enjoyed.
Finally, I am pleased to introduce several new
members of our department. Mary Ellen Wydan (Director
of Com pliance and Stu dent S e rv ic e s/S e n io r Woman
Adm inistrator), Matt Bergin (Head Men's and Women's Crew
Coach), Tommica Woods (Women's Basketball) and David
Dykes (W eight Training Coach) have recently joined the
Athletic Department. Pat Farrell, Head Men's Soccer Coach
has also assumed responsibilities in the Facility/Operations
area and has also joined La Salle as a full tim e sta ff
member. A more complete listing of new athletic personnel
is included in this newsletter.
Thanks for all that you do for the Explorer Club.
Please call upon me if you have any questions or if I can
ever be of assistance.
Dr. Thomas Brennan
Director of Athletics

La Salle Athletics Department
Would Like to Welcome its
Newest Staff Members.....
Mary Ellen Wydan
Jonathan Palumbo
Tamara Hass
David Van Dyke
Sarah Catlin
Matthew Bergin
Brian Schiding
Tommica Woods
Melissa Bonkoski
Billy Hahn
Matthew Hahn
Joe Lombardi

Director, Compliance & Student Services
Assistant Business Manager
Assistant Athletic Trainer
Head Strength & Conditioning Coach
Head Field Hockey Coach
Head M/W Crew Coach
Assistant M/W Track Coach
Graduate Assistant W/Basketball
Athletic Advancement Assistant
Head Men’s Basketball Coach
Director, Men’s Basketball Operations
Assistant Men’s Basketball Coach

La Salle and Einstein Form Partnership
La Salle University and the Albert Einstein Healthcare
Network have established a formal partnership agreem ent
th at will provide physician co nsu ltatio n and healthcare
services to student-athletes in the university's intercollegiate
athletics program.
"W e're always looking for ways to build relationships
betw een La Sa lle and its neighbors, and th is is a great
exam ple of what we're trying to accom plish," said Dr. Tom
Brennan, D ire cto r of A th le tics at the U niversity. "W e're
fortunate to be able to partner with a great hospital like
Einstein."
Under the agreem ent, student-athletes will receive
pre-season ph ysicals at A lb e rt Einstein M edical Center.
Treatm ent for sports-related injuries will take place at either
G erm antow n C o m m u nity Health S e rv ice s' Em ergency
D epartm ent, which re cen tly underw ent a $1.2 m illion
renovation, or at Einstein Medical Center, both of which are
blocks from La Salle's campus.
"The Sp o rts M edicine D epartm ent has alw ays
provided outstanding healthcare to our student-athletes,"
said Bill Gerzabek, La Salle's head athletic trainer "We look
forw ard to continuing to do so in conjunction with our
neighbors from the A lb e rt Einstein H ealthcare Netw ork."
Jonathan Hersch, MD, Director of Sports Medicine at Albert
Einstein Medical Center, will serve as lead physician for
La Salle student-athletes.
"It's a natural partnership," said John Handal, MD,
Chairm an of the D epartm ent o f O rthopedic Surgery.
"Because La Salle and Einstein are located ju st a few blocks
from one another, stu de n t-a th le te s will have quick, easy
access to quality healthcare services, when it's needed. For
Einstein, the relation ship w ith La Sa lle presents an
opportunity for us to offer our services more extensively in
our im m ediate community."
W hile the program focuses on serving studentathletes, Einstein will also provide healthcare and wellness
inform ation for the entire student body. La Salle will post
health inform ation provided by Einstein on the university
web site and The Collegian, the weekly student newspaper,
will also feature healthcare article s w ritten by Einstein
Professionals.
La Salle and Einstein will also team up for community
projects.
La Sa lle stu d e n t-a th le te s and coaches will
pa rticip ate in running a children's sp o rts clin ic at
Germ antown Hospital's Family Fun and Youth Day. The event
will take place on S e p tem b e r 22nd at Germ antow n
Com m unity Health Services. The clinic will teach children
from local neighborhoods ath le tic and safety skills. The
event will be coordinated with La Salle's Project Teamwork,
the Athletic Departm ent's Youth Outreach and Com m unity
Service Program. Following the Family Fun and Youth Day
activities all will be treated to a picnic and Varsity Football
gam e on La Salle's campus.
For more inform ation on Albert Einstein Healthcare
Network, call 1-800-EINSTEIN, or visit w ww .einstein.edu.

For the latest on La Salle Athletics see us on the web at:
www. lasalle. edu/athletic

Please mark your calendar for the
following Explorer Club events.
SEPTEMBER
Sat 15 Men’s Soccer vs. Drexel
Alumni game to follow

2:00 PM
1:00 PM

Sun 16

Women’s Soccer vs. VCU
Women’s Soccer Alumni Game following

Sat

Football vs. Canisius (Youth Day)
McCarthy Stadium
Art Auction Cocktail Reception
Mezzanine

6:30 PM

22

Tue 25

1:00 PM

Sat

29

Football vs. Catholic (Young Alumni)
McCarthy Stadium

1:00 PM

Sat

29

La Salle Cross Country Invitational
Belmont Plateau

2:00 PM

OCTOBER
Tennis Reception
Sat 6
Mezzanine

5:00 PM

Fri

12

Baseball Golf Outing
Northampton Country Club

Fri

12

Volleyball vs Fordaham
Reception (5:30 PM)

Sat

13

Explorer Club Board of Directors Meeting
9:30 AM
McShain Board Room

Sat

13

Football vs. St. Peter’s (Parents’ Weekend)
1:00 PM
McCarthy Stadium

Sat

13

Hoop Madness
Gola Arena

8:00 PM

20

Football @ Duquesne
(Alumni Reception)

1:35 PM

Sat

12:30 PM
7:00 PM

Sat

20

Field Hockey vs. Richmond (Senior Day)
McCarthy Stadium

12:00 PM

Sat

27

Football vs. St. John’s (Homecoming)
McCarthy Stadium

1:00 PM

Sun 28

Men’s Soccer vs. St. Bonaventure (Senior Day)
MCarthy Stadium
1:00 PM

NOVEMBER
Sat 3
La Salle Football vs. Iona (Senior Day)
McCarthy Stadium
Sat

3

1:00 PM

Volleyball vs. Dayton (Senior Day)
Tom Gola Arena

5:00 PM
Sat

3

Sun 4

Explorer Club Art Auction
Cederbrook Country Club

6:30 PM

Women’s Soccer vs. St. Joseph’s (Senior Day)
McCarthy Stadium
1:00 PM

DECEMBER
Sat 15 Men’s Basketball @ Seton Hall (Bus Trip)
Meadowlands
Fri-Sat
28-29 Women’s Basketball Tournament

For more information on Explorer Club Events
contact the Athletic Advancement Office
at (215) 951-1606

Where Are They Now?
The tim ing was perfect.
On Thursday, April 22, Greg Webster
was the keynote sp e ak er for the
Acad em ic
R ecognition
and
Senior
luncheon on cam pus.
The luncheon
honored
stu d e n t-a th le te s
for th eir
academ ic achievem ents, and also gave
seniors the opportunity to invite faculty
m em bers who made a significant impact
during their stay at La Salle. Greg took
them through his own cam pus life, as a
student, golfer and basketball player, and
then spoke about his post-graduate life.
Greg W eb ste
That covered a career in banking, which
he had given up a year before, and into life as Chief Operating
O fficer fo r Philadelphia M anagem ent, the city 's largest
apartm ent landlord.
It was an im p ressive ta lk. It becam e even more
im pressive when the next day's Philadelphia Inquirer carried
a big story about the purchase of a fam ous center city
landm ark building and the com pany's plans to convert it into
an apartm ent building.
Q uoted at length in the story was Greg Webster,
La Salle Class of '81, a Finance m ajor and tw o-sport athlete.
How did he feel coming back to address a num ber of young
gifted athletes? "It was warm and wonderful," Webster said,
"and It was a plesure coming back and meeting studentathletes."
Although you w on 't find his basketball statistics
among the Explorers' all-tim ers, he did play four seasons,
occasionally starting in his sophom ore and junior years and
earning a starting position as a senior.
Two of the team s - w hich featured fu ture NBA
perform er and 1980 Olym pic captain Michael Brooks -- went
to the NCAA Tournament.
His team m ate in the backcou rt was Kevin "B utch"
Lynam, with whom he had played four seasons at Archbishop
Carroll High in suburban Philadelphia and currently a partner
in an accounting firm. Greg and Butch have kept in touch
over the years and occasionally they run into team m ates like
Stan W illiam s and "Mo" Connolly.
Another team m ate, Kurt Kanaskie, is the head coach
at Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa, and Brooks, after an
in ju ry-sh o rte n e d NBA career, has had a successful
professional career in France.
One other distinction Greg had — he earned a partial
scholarship in golf, the first La Salle athlete to be so honored.
Recently, Greg also has been very instrum ental in
organizing a group of form er Explorer basketball players and
friends of basketball to garner support for the Explorer Club
and men's basketball. He has the pleasure of working closely
with Pete D'Orazio, Executive Director for the Explorer Club
and a form er classm ate.
And how did his post-graduate banking career get into
gear? Jim Lynch, a 1971 La Salle grad and current chairman
of La Salle's Board of Trustees, was a bank president and
steered W ebster into the banking business. W ebster had
moved up into a senior vice-president's role at Sum m it Bank,
where Lynch was president. Using the experience that he
obtained in banking, Greg figured it was tim e for a change,
hence the move to Philadelphia Management.
"About a year ago," Greg said, "it was like the end of
a day, a tim e to make a change." And now, if you hear about
a new ap artm en t building going up in Philadelphia, it's
probable that Greg W ebster is at the base of it.

For the latest on La Salle Athletics see us on the web at:
www.lasalle.edu/athletic

New Director o f Compliance
The NCAA Com pliance Manual is 466 pages thick,
and that's not including all those notes and asterisk items in
the front of the book. Mary Ellen Wydan, La Salle's new
Director of Compliance, is well aware of what's in all those
pages and, combining that job with her position as Senior
Women's Administrator, she has been kept extrem ely busy
since stepping foot on the campus in early August.
Put the two together, and th at's
what Wydan is doing here at La Salle after
gathering an education from North Penn
High in Lansdale, PA, the U n ive rsity of
Delaware, the University of North Carolina
and Purdue U niversity, and w orking and
coaching sw im m ing at stops such as
Michigan
State
U niversity
and
the
University of Maryland.
The Compliance title alm ost tells its
own story, m aking sure th ing s are done
co rrectly and honestly with regard to stu d e n t-a th le te
academic eligibility and the whole recruiting system.
As for her role as Senior Woman Adm inistrator:
"My position is to insure the im plem enting of issues
as they pertain to women and diversity among the studentathletes.
"There are several factors at La Salle th at have
impressed me:
"The personal attention to student-athletes from the
administration; the fact that the university's prim ary mission
is teaching, for the student-athletes to learn life's lessons
through athletics, and the athletic departm ent's dedication
to com m unity service, through Project TeamWork.
"And the school assures th at such valu es are an
intricate part of a student's education."
Wydan took over the dual position in early August
and has been on cam pus long enough to form som e
important opinions.
"The more I'm here at La Salle," she said, "the more
I like w hat I see and hear. I appreciate w orking at a
un iversity th at em ph asizes the Lasallian tra d itio n s and
philosophies. At one of my first fa c u lty /sta ff m eetings,
Brother Michael M cGinniss laid out the future of La Salle
University and it was very impressive."

Compliance Corner
N CAA B ylaw 6.4.2.1.:

Revocation or Withholding of Privileges
Any individual who has engaged in conduct
that is determ ined, either by the University, or
the NCAA, to be a vio latio n of any NCAA
Leg islation, rule or regulation, regardless of
w hether such vio latio n results in the im position of
sanctions, shall be subject to the revocations or withholding
of any athletically related benefit or privilege, received by
that individual from the University. Such benefit or privilege
may include, w ithout lim itation, ticket privileges which may
be withheld by the University for that period of tim e which
the University, or NCAA deems appropriate. The revocation
of ticket privileges may result in an individual being denied
adm ittance to any University hosted athletic event.
D EFIN IT IO N S YO U SH O U LD KNOW
P ro sp e ctiv e S tu d e n t-A th le te

A "prospect" is a student who has started classes for
the ninth grade. A student who has not started classes for
the ninth grade becom es a "p ro sp e ct" if the student
receives any benefits that the institution does not provide to
prospective students in general. The University requests
that you treat ALL students as prospects.
S tu d e n t-A th le te

A studen t-athlete is a student whose enrollm ent
was solicited by a m em ber of the athletics staff or other
representative of athletics interests with a view toward the
stu d e n t's ultim ate particip ation in the in tercolleg iate
athletics program.
Contact

A contact is any face-to-face encounter between a
prospect or the prospect's parent or legal guardian and an
institutional staff m em ber or athletics representative during
which any dialogue occurs in excess of an exchange of a
greeting.
Any such fa ce -to -face enco un ter th at is
prearranged or th at takes place on the ground of the
prospect's educational institution or at the site of organized
co m petition or practice involving the prospect or the
prospect's high school, preparatory school, tw o-year college
or all-star team shall be considered a contact, regardless of
the conversation that occurs.
A tte n d a n ce at P ro sp e ct's Events

The Athletic Department is looking for
former athletes who are interested in
contributing memorabilia to be displayed
in the Hayman Center. If you have any
items that you would like to donate,
contact Pete D’Orazio,
Executive Director of the Explore Club
at dorazio@lasalle.edu
or 215-951-1545.

Athletics Representatives may attend events (e.g.,
contests, banquets) where prospects are present on his or
her own initiative, subject to the understanding that the
re p re se n ta tive m ay NOT contact the prospect or the
prospect's parents or relatives.
Recruiting

Recruiting is any solicitation of a prospect or the
prosp ect's fa m ily by a U n ive rsity sta ff m em ber or by a
representative of the University's athletics interests for the
purpose of securing the prospect's enro llm e n t at the
University and/or participation in the athletic program.
If you have an y o th e r q u e stio n s concern in g
co m p lia n ce please co nta ct M ary Ellen W ydan at
(215) 9 51 -19 91.

For the latest on La Salle Athletics see us on the web at:
www. lasalle. edu/athletic
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La Salle University
Department of Athletics
Hayman Center
1900 West Olney Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19141-1199

W e ' re o n t h e w e b
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A Message from Peter D'Orazio,
Assistant Athletic Director...

Art Show
& Auction
presented by

It is an exciting tim e in the ath le tic
dep artm en t as an other academ ic year
has begun, and stu d e n t-a th le te s are
busy
preparing
for
upcom ing
competitions. Again, I wish to thank those who have
contributed to the Explorer Club. Your financial support
is greatly appreciated and we encourage you to attend
Explorer Club activities and intercollegiate events.
This year, the Explorer Club will em bark on a
brand new venture. The Explorer Club will host its first
annual A rt Auction on Saturday, N ovem ber 3rd, at
Cedarbrook Country Club. The cost for the Art Auction
is $65.00 and all proceeds will benefit the Explorer
Club. We encourage m em bers to attend this special
event. We also ask that you assist us in identifying
individuals who may be interested in purchasing tickets
for the event. There will be a cocktail reception for all
interested committee m embers on Tuesday, Septem ber
25th, in the Hayman Center Mezzanine. Please contact
me directly if you wish to be involved.
Thank you again for your continued support of
the Exp lorer Club.
Your gen ero sity is greatly
appreciated by La Salle's student-athletes and coaches.

ww w.explorerclub@ lasalle.edu

Avatar Galleries
(formerly the Helsman Fine Arts Galleries)

Proceeds Benefit the La Salle Explorer Club
La Salle’s Athletic Development Fund

Saturday, November 3, 2001
Previews: 6:30 PM
Auction 8:00 PM
Admission $65.00

Cedarbrook Country Club
180 Pennlyn Pike
Blue Bell

Cocktails * Hors D’oeuvres * Caesar Salad
Pasta * Carving Stations
We Accept checks. Visa and Mastercard
•
•
•
•

Most bids guaranteed between $50-$150
For the collector, investment works are available
Five year exchange privilege
All art guaranteed below our gallery prices
www.avatargalleries.com

To order tickets contact the
Athletic Advancement Office
at 215-951-1606

